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THE BACKGROUND 

Unprecedented enrollment increases in Amer- 
ican colleges and universities are with us and 
ahead of us. These same institutions are greatly 
expanding their activities in the fields of research 
and service to the public. All of this adds up to 
the creation of a need for new building facilities 
in a magnitude never before experienced. 

The University Facilities Research Center 
has recently completed a building survey while 
studying immediate needs for instructional, re- 
search, operating and housing construction at the 
large middlewestern universities comprising the 
Council of Ten and the University of Chicago. 
This survey covered the period from the end of 
World War II through the ten year forward plan- 
ning time adopted by the eleven universities. It 
indicated that approximately $1.85 billions in con- 
struction could be expected between 1946 and 
1970. Of this about $1.1 billion in construction, or 
60%, is now being planned or built or projected 
for the near future. On a national scale, this 
would indicate college and university building 
programs amounting to something in the order 
of $15 billion between now and the end of this 
decade. 

Among the objectives of the Research Center 
is the isolation of planning and design criteria 
problems, followed by the finding or developing 
of measures for design — all to the end of per- 
mitting the best possible use of the university and 
college construction dollar. Analysis of statistics 
and interviews and conferences with interested 
people in the field have contributed to the selection 
of several monograph subjects, of which this pub- 
lication is one. 

This material is aimed at aiding university 
and college administrators and their planning and 
building committee people. It is also directed at 
private architect and engineer firms engaged in 
the design and execution of new facilities. 



University Research Buildings for Short - 
Term Grant Programs WaS chosen as a subject for 
study because this rather specialized building type 
is relatively new. It has been only fairly recently 
that outside support funds in considerable quanti- 
ties have been made available to colleges ard uni- 
versities for the purpose of subsidizing research 
projects and studies. It is at the college and the 
university that research oriented personnel are to 
be found. 

The problem then is how best to house this 
growing research activity. As much of the work 
is of a pilot study nature, very often the programs 
are arranged for limited periods of time, after 
which the project can be evaluated as to its worth 
and promise prior to a decision by the grantors 
and the researchers as to whether the work should 
terminate, continue, or be expanded in scope. 

Change of program is thus the rule rather 
than the exception. This infers a need for flexibil- 
ity of procedures, and of the facilities occupied. 
How can the desired flexibility in research build- 
ing space be achieved with the best use of avail- 
able funds? 

To find answers for this basic question, and 
to put the findings into useful form to aid in the 
planning and designing of future college and uni- 
versity research facilities, the Research Center 
engaged the services of Richardson, Severns, 
Scheeler and Associates, Architects of Champaign, 
Illinois. This organization has had considerable 
experience in programming, planning and design- 
ing facilities for higher education. Recently they 
have been working with the University of Illinois, 
Urbana on the problem that is the subject of this 
monograph. The firm was selected because of this 
background. 

The body of the report, its findings and its 
recommendations are very largely the work of 
the Consultants. 

Director, University Facilities Research Center 
Madison, Wisconsin, December, 1961 
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Moreover, the space could be designed for flexi- purpose of providing temporary space for the re- 

bility and wherever possible, for expansion beyond quired program but also serve to increase the 

current need. Again, if the conditions warrant, overall scope of the physical plant and provide 

such a solution would appear highly desirable, necessary expansion land for more permanent 
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